
Notts Hands Off Our Schools, the
local Anti-Academies Alliance
campaign, opposes all free schools
because they remove the
democratically accountable ability of
local authorities to make proper
strategic educational planning and
provision. Instead they replace it with
a market free-for-all.
Free schools mean that our education
system is being privatised, like the NHS,
right under our noses.  Now there is a
threat of free schools here in Nottingham
- the Trent Bridge Free School in West
Bridgford and the Nottingham Free
School in Arnold/Sherwood, both to be
run by an outfit called Torch Academy.

A threat to existing schools

These schools will threaten existing
provision in the area and create a free-
for-all in the allocation of school places.

The Torch Academies group claims to be
responding to a need for more pupil
places but as Phil Crompton, headteacher
of Rushcliffe school, told the Nottingham
Post:
"The demand for secondary places
could easily be met by increasing
capacity on existing secondary school
sites."

Rob McDonough, head teacher at West
Bridgford School  agrees, and fears that
existing schools will be unable to expand:

"These free schools could be damaging,
in that it may count against our
application for building funds, which
would then deny many parents the
chance to come to our outstanding
school and possibly have to go
somewhere which hasn't been tried or
tested.”

Costly and damaging to equal
opportunities

The autonomy conferred on “free
schools” enables them to control their
intake, effectively selecting “desirable”
pupils and rejecting “difficult” ones.
There are as yet too few free schools to
make an accurate assessment of their
impact but as they are similar to
Academies - if anything more isolated
from other schools - it seems likely that
they will mirror the academy pattern of
high exclusion rates, compared with
Local Authority schools. Parents of
excluded children are likely to have have
very little recourse to due process.

Free schools are socially divisive

As UK schools are primarily judged on
crude measures, such as examination
results, schools which are free to control

their intake will inevitably try to enrol as
many children as possible from better off
backgrounds.  This is already happening
within the existing system but free
schools will make this much worse.

The focus of Torch Academy advertising
for these schools is clearly aimed at the
parents of these children, offering
subjects with elitist appeal such as Latin
and public speaking for example.

Torch has little to say about children with
special needs.

The whole point of these so-called
information meetings for the Trent
Bridge and Nottingham Free schools is to
make contact with primary parents with
the aim of creaming off the most
academic students, potentially creating a
two tier education system.

Socially divisive and not about
raising standards

Like the US charter schools they are
modelled on, there is no evidence free
schools raise standards. In Sweden, the
‘free school’ experiment has been
going for 15 years and the record
shows that it has not raise
standards, so there is no reason to
expect these schools to benefit
education in West Bridgford or the
Sherwood/Arnold area.

Evidence from the internationally
recognised Programme for
International Student Assessment
(PISA) shows that education
standards in Sweden have declined
and the gap between the top and
bottom performing students has
widened.

Privatised schools are not locally
accountable

The Trent Bridge Free school and the
Nottingham Free school do not exist, yet
their websites provide photos of non-
existent pupils and claim to offer
‘outstanding teaching’, ‘achievement for
all,’ ‘focussed, engaging learning’,
‘strong discipline’ and ‘wide-ranging
extra-curricular opportunities!

The schools will be free to select,
exclude difficult pupils and depart from
national conditions of pay and service for
staff.  Parents and pupils with grievances
and concerns will have no-one to go to
except the Secretary of State.

These two free schools will not be
accountable to the local community, but
to the sponsoring organisation, in this
case Torch Academy.

Reject the Trent Bridge and
Nottingham Free Schools and tell

Torch Academy Group to take
their hands off our schools

Join our campaign against free schools

http://nottsantiacademies.org
Email:
nottshandsoffourschools@hotmail.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter
@Notts_Schools

Facebook:-

Notts Anti Academies Alliance

Say no to Free Schools in Notts
Stop the privatisation of our schools!


